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Corporate Services Panel
Scrutiny Offices

States Greffe

Morier House

St. Helier

JE1 1DD.

Dear Scrutiny Panel,
I write in opposition to the proposed importation of bovine semen.

I have been involved in the Dairy Industry in Jersey for the last eleven years and
previously in the UK. for 25years managing dairy farms.

I am well aware of the financial pressures on dairy farmers in Jersey the industry as a
whole has only broken even for the last few years. Farmers who are favour of
importation quote an increase in financial gain of approx 4p per litre after a period of
7 to 10 years. This would possibly equate to 3p per litre across the whole industry,
which strangely enough is equivalent to the tax, which Government has recently
imposed on Milk.

The very best dairies in the U.K. process milk for 16p per litre (i.e. the difference in
money which the producer receives to that which the retailer pays.) Jersey Dairy
processes milk for 47p per litre at the present time.

I would submit that there is great room for a new dairy to deliver to both the
consumer and the dairy farmer and surely the improvement to the dairy farmers return
should come here first and perhaps secondly from the GST raised on milk, which after
all is a basic food.

There are many more issues than just the financial one but please do not destroy part
of our Islands Heritage for a small financial gain.

Yours sinc:ﬁly

G. H. Walker. Enclosures:




The Jersey cow Is 4 symbel of the
exciisive place In our felds chal

i

istand, but it could soon find its
By wew boef crosshreeds

_ DIFFERENT breeds of cow

could soon be seen in Jersey’s

fields for the first time in Is-

land history.

I a draft bull semen importa:
tion law goes through the States
thiis month, the door will be open
to breeders to oloss Jersey cows
with UK beef cattle.

At the moment, tie only Cows als
lowed to be reaved for meat on the Is-
laind are Jersey dairy cows, whichare
ek smaller-thon beel catile,

Tt orders for semen have already

been plaved by anticipation of ke

law bebng passed. which means that

By Ramsay Cudlipp

inpidiersiyeteningpost.oom

farmers would be sbie to
inseminate - Jersey cows
with semen Trom bulls
such as Aberdesn Angus,
Helgian Blue and Chavo-
laie as eavly s this s

%@ﬁg&%»ﬁ%&%ﬁﬁ%mm froiw

mer. . which seme could be kmported to Jersey

The debate over Hfting
the ban will take place on Tuesday 20

April when Chiel Minister Frank
Walker will bring the proposition @

ing restrictions inApril 2007.
The issue-has split opinion across

Jersev's farming community Sup-

36 been supportive of

the importation sinee he Was first
asked by farmers to bame ist

serters of 1ifting the ban argue that
Jersey farmers need access to better
{Cont on page 2)
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(Cont from page 1)

_bulls but opponents to the im-
_portation are worried that the

appearance and purity of the fs-

Aand’s cows wiil be lost.

The possibility of importing
“beel cattle semen s worrying

some sections of the indastry.
Henry Walker, who is on the

board of Island Genetlics, sald

that he is concerned because

the larger animals could cause

calving difficulties for Jersey
COWE, . :

1 know that some farmers
have already placed orders for

Belgian Blue semen. he aaid.

*This animal is double-mus-
cled. looks like a rhino and, be-
cause it is much larger the
ealves could be dangevous to the
mother In the UK they have to

\use ratchets to help dairy cows
~ give birth to Belgian Blues but

they don't even have that equip-

ment in Jersey .
‘Politicians  have not been

made properly aware of the beef

stock lssue before the debate in
 three weels 1 also think that
having cows and bulls in fields
 that look different to Jersey
ecows will change the Island’s

image. ;
Pedi

Roval Jersey Agricultural &
Horticuliural Society chief ex
eputive James Godivey said that
imported seraen for beel stock
posed no threat to the pedigree
of the dairy herds in Jersey

“There simply would notbe a

mixup’ he said. ;
is a different issue to the breed:

ing of dairy cows The DNA
. {esting allows us {o trace every

animal and there Is no guestion

of this affecting the purity of

the Jersey cow in any way

‘Guernsey has been import
“ing bull semen for their dairy
and beef industries for over 30

years and the integrity of their

- datry herd is still completely i

tact and they produce some of
the best cows inthe world.”
Mr Godfrey thinks that there
would be some farmers intevest-
ed in producing cross-breeds
but that it would not develop
intoa large market. ;
‘Jersey’s beef producers are
definitely keen on using semen

from other breeds, he QE, ‘But

“The beef stock

i wgwm

i

it would probably be a niche

proguct rearsd fo supply the
growing interest in local trade

It alen shows diversification
which is something the RIAHS
arebehind’ ;
. Mr Godlrey s confident that
the beel would be a superior
product and that thiscould be a
goud opportunity for farmers in
Jersey L . !

‘Crossing Jerseys with beel
cattle can mele for great eal-
he said. "The fat marbling
of a Jersey cow works very well
to make good heef. On Rick
Stein's Food Heroes TV pro-
gramme, he found that butchers
preferred steaks from a cross
hreed of Guernsey's- which are
very similar to Jersey cows -
and beef cattle




| A DAIRY farmer who is
| strongly apainst bull seme
L snimportssaysthathefelt

~ pressurised into support-
ing ihe idea at a 8@&?@
| lastvear,

Trevor wﬁmgm who runs
| Home Form in 8t Jobn with

| his daughter Sarah, told the
. JEP that at a meeting of the
RJAHS last aubumn he be

| lieved that the line glven out.
| io daivy farmers was that
| they might lose thelr States
§ subsidies if they were not
seen to help themselves by

f supporting semen imports.
He said: ‘There was cer
fainly a suggestion ai that

mesting that subsidies could

be at risk #f we didn't ¢

- | ;gﬁm@a@w%%ﬁa&wﬁs

, %E&:@%%q%ﬁnﬁﬁ%. ;

in fayour mﬁ@ﬁ time be.
cause [ felt we ﬁw@ g&@

; mag& g@ﬁ@mw 1also thi
_ thatsemenimports Sﬁﬁ

. young stock. m@,k is proud am
. the fact that theirs has been
2. athree-peneration familvin-
id.  volved in the dairy industry,

pro- who employ staff who are all

L ‘Many of those in favour

_ very grim,’ Tosald

{armers, wg ,
consider calling ?ﬂ a risk
assesament befbre changing

the 220 vearold law.

. "The proposed law is unwa,; ,
M%mmwﬁm mﬁ %ﬁ.@.ww ”g

Mr Barette has had a w&.& ;
_ at Home Farm for 20 years

and his parents had a herd

 before him at Grevede Leca,

Al present, he and his

. %ﬁg have 250 milking

Jersey vesidents, and that

Sarah will continue to make

Calivingoutof it

believed it should not
_ be tampered. with n
_ any way ‘The Jersey
. vy efficient
. food converter with a
huge capacity to eat
grass and convert it
into milk, he said.
1 semen was im-
_ ported, the resultant
ows would be lkely
o need 2 ﬁmﬁ% am-
ount of food concen:
trates which, with oil,
wheat and tansport
costs, were continual
Iy rising in price.

ing to have the | ;
through and that the public

.are not really aware of the

full price that will have to be

 paid by the Island s heritage

of tmporting semen have

aald that it is importent for
the future of the Islands

dairy industry Who will be

there for the future if the

next generation doesn't g0

into farming? he said.

He was perfectly happy
with §m ﬁ.mmma %ﬁm& and

~ if they succesd.
 ‘Many people who are not

in the indushy don't realise
that the picture of the true
Jersey cow grazing in the

fields will be changed. The

lay person deesn't want to

- see Ewnw cows ;ms,mwm coun-




- has questioned i eventua]ly see Fnesxan ‘
her the mportation of bull cows in Jersey because they are
‘ ring about calving  the best cow for converting food













: in the Jersey Evening
Post against the importation
of Jersey cattle semen. ~
_ Alter reading these articles,

. the veader mav be ceduced

info thinking that the impor
 fatlon of senten would resul
in monstrous caitle of dubi
Ous parentage, expensive e
-keep and produeing oceans of
milk. This is just not so,
~ Over time, and responding
to heavy investment in the
n sing and upgrading
of airy industry herd
have gof larger and breeders
fewer. In fact, there are only
28 producers at present com-
pared {o 52 in 1988 thus
changing the hreed structure
- and breeding patterns.
_Esporting animals  from ~
Jersey has always been 2 feature of Ts

land breeding, but the demand is no

longer there The loss of younger

.. breeders over recent years mustalen be

_ aconcern.

Jerseys in the i}K, on the other hanki,
g are reaping the benefits of increased
 popuiarity with demand ouistripping

supply. One of the reasons for this is
the type of cow being bred, This is not
_necessarily for sive, but more Impor-

~ tantly for dairy quality refinementand
 dairy strength, without compromising

conformation, as some would have us

‘believe. ..

~ Thatcow is therefore utilising expen-
sive foodstuffs more efficiently

- Ower recent years, American genetios

 has hada major infiuence in this devel.
_ opment. Indeed, the three top herds in

. the UK are based on Island bloodiines
- and are successfully breeding this way

. Thelsland isunique, and it may con

_ tinie io be so by controlling the impor-

. tation of semen through selecting only

- afew of the best breeding bulls avail-

it the UK the demand for Jerseys outstrips supply

. - able. To openthe doors Bullv would hea |
mistake. In fact, bringing bloodiine
back home is an exciting prosp ;

- No, the importation of se
the plague that everyons s

After all, breeders are not be

We cannot ive in the past ( h
we do not disregard i), just a8 we can-
Dot ask the Island breeder o stay put -
justincase, ; -

Is it s0 wrong to want Jersey breed-

_erstobeat the forefront in cattle breed-

ing - where they belong - and to enjoy
and prosper from the increased popu-
larity of the breed? After all, they have
givensomnch, . -
1 have supported the Island . T
more than 40 years and 1 shall continus

to do so. Move importantly, ishalle

tinhe to support the Jersey
breeders, many of whom I am privic
leged io call friends. .

14 Auster Bank Avenue, Tadcaster,







What next for the

Jersey cow in her

“home island?

& From Peter Fraser,
1 HAVE been involved
with the Jersey cow,
both here in the UK
and in Jersey, for some
60 yvears and therefore
take considerable in-
terest in what goes on
within the bread. :

I was recently sent
cuttings from the JEP
regarding the debate
on  bringing  cattle
semen into the Island,
While I accept that we
all live in the 21st con-
tury, one has to ask
what is the future for
“the Jersey cow in he
Isiand home? :

I fivst came to work
in the Tsland in 1949,
The average herd - and

there were hundreds of

them ~ was ahout ten
cows;  lguld manuve
was hand pumped into
a  large horse-drawn
container and spread
onte the land in the
spring, potato-planting
bloughs were  either
horse<lrawn or pulled
by & small caterpillar
tractor and flat felds
of potatoes were rideed
with a hand ridger -
one man pulling and
one pushing, and most

“breeding and

cows were tethered.

Together withs Ken

Richardson, I ploighed
the cotile at Les Pidces
and
farms with a winch
fabricated by that
clever  engineer Don
Pallot.

These activitiesare a
thing of the past but
what of the futurs?

When one sees what
has happened to cattle
the
changes  that - have
taken place within cer-
taln breeds, one Has to
asit, what next?

The stature of the
Aberdeen Apgus has
risen by about 18 inch-

&5 in two genergfions,

the Brown Swiss ls Hit-
tle miove than a slate
grey Holsteip, Hetem-
ber that a pedigree is
only as good as the in-
tegrity of the person
who writes it.

Fortunately the Jer-
sey cow has been pro-
tected by the prohibi
ton  of  ilmporting
dairy cattle or sémen
into the Island.

Even the Germans
during the Occupdtion
recoguised the impor-
tance of this.

neighbouring

herd competition,
_Gallais stated that his herd

to those In the Istand

I note that Jersey -Dairy
chairman Andrew Lo Gal-
lais thinks vou need to make
genetic improvement fo pro-
duce more milk so that the
States can dole out more
mouney in compensation for
having done so,

When I jundged the Island
Mr Le

was represented by 52 din
ferent bulls, se it has a good
broad base to work from
and if, as he suggests, there
is little or no difference in

conformation and stature
between the Island Jersey
and the American, then it
sure is time for him to visit
his optician!

I enclose a picture, taken
in the USA, of a Jersey
heifer-in-milk = = & frst
calver ~ whose sire is High-
fand Magic Dunecan, the sire
also of the world renowned
Duncan Belle. T aceept that
they are extremes of confir-
mation but they are both by
the same sire.

Now, is this the kind of

A Jersey helfer-in-mill, pictured in the United States — somewhat different in conformation and stature

breeding thai Derrick Frig-
ot, having eéscorted breeders
to the States, wants to intro-
duce into the Island?

When I showed this pic-
ture to Johannes Van Beden,
the curvent president of the
World Jersey Cattle Burean,
his immediate veply was I
could ‘take you to whole
herds’ of cows like that in
the States’,

Spring Meadow, Five Ashés,
East Sussexn.




LD JERSEY EVENING POST Thursdal 7 February 2008

Lo Ty o%aamv. as w%sam& 968 the

is - Helier character appraisal com-

iled with the public and signed off

‘ by the States more than two yvears
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A4 JERSEY EVENING POST Monday 21 January 2008

m@muw %&wmu that the only ;
alternatives to our ageing
population problem are the

oy cavereesedond Gua Tl

o W ockan o

‘son s .,..%mim of the Bw he

should get it.

@& The fvevsnar virde nebe







